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what he really, 
really wants

visit our website

www.paving.org.uk
60 Charles Street Leicester LE1 1FB
e: info@paving.org.uk
t: 0116 253 6161 f: 0116 251 4568

In a MORI* poll which
examined paving material
options, 70% of people
preferred block paving,
while black tarmac
managed to get only 8%
of the vote.

It’s no surprise that many local
authorities also prefer block
paving. With good skid and slip
resistance, concrete block paving
is strong enough for roads as
well as pavements, and adapts 
to a broad range of council 
needs. What is more, the material
has become synonymous with 
urban regeneration, transforming
run-down areas into attractive
and people-friendly space.

Clearly the public take paving 
as seriously as you do. Investing
in concrete block paving means
creating a better public
environment today, with long
term savings over less durable
materials such as tarmac.

Isn’t concrete block paving what
you really, really want as well?

*MORI surveyed a nationally 
representative sample of the 
general public in summer 2001.
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welcome... 
... to the second edition of
Pave-It, your guide to the latest
news, product and technical
developments in the precast
paving and kerb sector. We’ve
had a very positive response 
to our first issue. Thanks to 
all of you who took the time to
tell us. It’s clear that improving
public space is high on the
Government’s agenda. Interpave
has been an active participant
in that debate. 

news»»»

NOW WE’RE stepping up our
involvement. In recognition of the many
goals we share, Interpave has just
become the first corporate partner to
Living Streets, the streets and public
spaces charity. We’re looking forward 
to working together.

Both organisations are striving for
improved urban environments that
revitalise community spirit and help
reduce crime, social exclusion and
traffic hazards. Better quality design
and materials, such as those produced
by Interpave members, are key to
achieving this objective.

You can see what’s possible by taking a
look at our report on the development
of aesthetics in modern precast paving.
No longer confined to ‘brick size’
brindle or traditional grey flags, today’s
products can meet virtually any style,

Concrete Learning

WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT
MODERN METHODS OF HOUSEBUILDING

USING CONCRETE? THEN SIGN UP FOR
ONE OF THESE FREE, CPD CERTIFIED,

MORNING SEMINARS.

LONDON: 18 NOVEMBER, 
EXCEL, DOCKLANDS. BRISTOL: 
19 NOVEMBER, LEIGH COURT

TOPICS INCLUDE: SUSTAINABLE URBAN
DRAINAGE (SUDS) WITH PERMEABLE

PAVING, BASEMENT DESIGN, THE GROWTH
OF CONCRETE UPPER FLOORS AND

MODERN CONCRETE MASONRY. 

TO REGISTER ONLINE, JUST CLICK
‘SEMINARS AND CPDS’ AT

WWW.CONCRETECENTRE.COM

ALL NEW SPACES SHOULD BE DESIGNED FIRST AND
FOREMOST TO MEET THE NEEDS OF PEDESTRIANS.
Commons Select Committee for Housing, 
Planning, Local Government and The Regions

FOUR OUT of five local authorities have
revised their policies for public spaces
as a result of new Government
initiatives.

That’s one of the key findings of the
first survey of local authorities attitudes
to paving, conducted by Interpave over
the summer. The survey aims to
measure attitudes to paving policy,
design and materials among decision-
makers within local authorities.
Influential officials from all over the
country took part.

The early results make fascinating reading:

• 99% of councils think pedestrian
areas and paving are important to
achieving a quality environment.

• Pedestrians are top priority, followed
by public transport, cyclists and the
disabled. But 17% of councils rank
motorists as first or equal first with
pedestrians.

• Concrete block paving is favoured to
black-top for good looks and durability.

The main findings of the first-ever
National Paving Survey will be
published on Interpave’s website,
www.paving.org.uk, later this year and
in the press.

THE DEPARTMENT for Transport came
under fire this summer from MPs over
its failure to give the quality of public
space a high priority.

The Commons Select Committee that
scrutinises the Office of The Deputy
Prime Minister also said plans to reduce
congestion using traffic managers could
worsen conditions for pedestrians.

‘We are very disappointed that the
Department for Transport considers that
the quality of public space is peripheral
to its interests,’ the MPs added. They
called for an advisory panel for the
public realm.
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... that’s what you think

MPs call on DfT to 
try harder



from cobbled streets to smooth-paved
piazzas. Our members are constantly
devising new shapes, textures,
colours and sizes to satisfy designers’
imagination and intent.

We want to reward good urban
design and if you think your urban
renewal project should be recognised,
make sure you enter the 2004
Interpave/Public Sector & Local
Government (PSLG) awards.

Launched last year in partnership with
PSLG magazine, this initiative sets out
to honour excellence in the design 
of public space by local authorities. 
You can request your entry pack by 
e-mailing info@paving.org.uk. or
respond to announcements in PSLG.
The award will be presented in
October 2004 in London.

Also in this issue, we look at why

more developers and public
authorities are turning to permeable
paving. A key component of
sustainable urban drainage systems
(SUDS), permeable paving is making a
vital contribution to stormwater and
pollution control.

We spend a day with a member of
Interlay, the block paving contractors’
association. Tolly Paving is one of the
country’s largest firms specialising in
the mechanical installation of concrete
block pavements and has a string of
top clients and projects to its credit.

And don’t miss our fascinating report
on Hong Kong International Airport, one
of the world’s busiest. The design team
took the bold decision to use concrete
block paving in many of the airside
pavements. After 5 years of operations,
has their faith been rewarded? We’d

like to thank the Hong Kong Airport
Authority and Paul Y ITC for their
collaboration.

I’d also like to take this opportunity
to thank Glen Sabin, who is 
handing over the Interpave chair 
to Mark McColl. Glen has overseen 
a dramatic transformation, and 
Mark is relishing the challenge of
taking Interpave forward.

Finally, if any of your colleagues
would like to receive their own copy
of Pave-It, there’s a form on the
reverse side of the sheet inside the
wrapper. They just have to fill it in
and fax it back.

JOHN HOWE
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
INTERPAVE

THE SUMMER heatwave saw an
unprecedented level of paving
projects. In July, sales of concrete
block paving were the highest on
record according to Interpave. This 
is further proof of the product’s
popularity for a whole range of
projects from runways to driveways.

LIVING STREETS, the streets and public
spaces charity, has called for a single
bill to replace the 50-plus pieces of
legislation concerning the street.

‘It would be a hugely popular measure,
said director Tom Franklin. ‘Street
issues are top of people’s concerns
about the area in which they live.’

Recently giving evidence to a Select
Committee of MPs, Living Streets also
sought legislation to give local
authorities the strategic responsibility
for reinstating pavements. Franklin
says the legislation would be one way
to stop utilities digging up pavements
and then failing to ensure they are
properly reinstated.

‘The responsibility has to come down 
to the local authority,’ he adds. ‘Utilities
should pay property rental for the space
they are using so that local authorities
have the money to restore it properly.’

‘Only in that way can we stop the
‘cat and mouse’ between councils
and utilities.’

Interpave is currently assisting 
Living Streets in the development 
of its Street Design Guidelines.

INTERPAVE HAS formalised reciprocal
relations with its with North American
counterpart, the Interlocking Concrete
Paving Institute (ICPI). They supplied
the fascinating case study on the
revitalised town square in Altoona,
Pennsylvania, for our launch edition.
If you’re interested in other great
American projects, take a look at 
their website: www.icpi.org

Cracking the code
WATCH OUT for the new code of practice on sustainable
urban drainage (Suds), the stormwater management
technique that’s shaking up town planning.

The code, due at the end of the year, will establish standards
and agreements for the ownership, adoption and maintenance
of Suds schemes. It’s based on the framework produced by
the National Suds Working Group. It will seek to encourage
more local authorities to pursue Suds, by overcoming
problems with new developments through a model agreement
under Section 106 of the Town and Country Planning Act.

Heavily favoured by the Environment Agency, a Suds scheme
reduces the risk of flooding and improves water quality by

imitating natural processes to control water flow rates. It’s
huge in the US and on the Continent and now it’s taking off
over here.

Interpave sees Suds as an opportunity for local authorities,
working with developers and water authorities, to
transform their approach to flood risk and create better
quality landscapes. 

Permeable paving offers a cost-effective method of
implementing a Suds scheme. In Germany, over 20 million m2

of concrete block permeable pavements are constructed
annually compared to a UK total of only 1 million m2 in the
past decade. You can see what’s possible by looking at the
Suds schemes featured on pages 14 & 15. All embraced
concrete block permeable paving as a key component.

pave-it | PAGE FIVE

Summer sales surge
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Best of the West
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PRODUCTS IN PRACTICE

Innovative products and
imaginative design set 
modern precast paving apart
from monolithic materials.

THE IMAGINATIVE USE of modern precast paving
products is setting the standard in a variety of projects
across the country, showing just how far these products
have advanced in recent years. 

Today precast paving products can match and enhance
any style, from cobbled streets to smooth-paved
piazzas. Interpave members are constantly developing
novel shapes, sizes, contrasting textures and are
broadening the palette of attractive colours.

Take a look at the BBC’s new media village at White
City in West London. The project comprises eight zones,
with stunning vistas created through the imaginative
use of modern precast paving, all with high quality
aggregate finishes. 

Then there’s the dramatic streetscape rejuvenation in
Ayr, using contrasting hexagonal blocks in charcoal and
natural grey, and the award-winning makeover of
Worcester’s Quayhead Square – a previously unloved
stretch of asphalt. A material once confined to
pedestrian precincts is now regularly used to preserve
the heritage of townscapes dating back hundreds of
years, such as Bury St Edmunds.

The public clearly likes the result. A survey by top
pollsters Mori showed that 70% of people favour block
paving while blacktop took just 8% of the vote. For
pavements and pathways generally, town centres and
the streets where people live, block paving is the
favourite followed by flags. 

The regeneration of urban landscapes is high on the
agenda of many organisations. The Government is keen to
build stronger communities by improving the environment,
and more areas – from inner cities to rural towns – are
becoming the focus for revitalised public space.

One reason precast paving products are favoured is
that large expanses can be broken down by colour 
and pattern to make them more attractive and easily
navigable. Another is to add human scale and interest
to streets. Their intricate geometry and distinctive
look can lift the streetscape far more than monolithic
materials ever could. Alongside this, the resurgence 
in City living and the spread of cosmopolitan tastes
into urban design are creating more adventurous
design and detailing.

‘Specifiers and contractors have to react to this change
in focus and embrace the desires of people who use

YOU CAN STAY ON TOP OF THE LATEST DESIGN INNOVATIONS AND GET FREE GUIDES 
AND TECHNICAL KNOW HOW BY LOGGING ON TO INTERPAVE’S NEW WEBSITE:

WWW.PAVING.ORG.UK

style
counsel
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public spaces,’ says Glen Sabin, Interpave’s outgoing
chairman. ‘Designers need the tools to respond to this.’

‘As clients really start to understand the benefits of
creative public space, they are choosing to innovate
the landscape of their office buildings in order to
create an effective working environment for their
employees,’ he adds. 

Ayr in Scotland shows how, through innovative design
and careful materials selection, a council team, working
with an Interpave producer, created a new vision and
renewed prosperity for an entire district.

The county town, on the west coast south of
Glasgow, is inter-connected by bridges and the two
sides have developed with distinct identities and
commercial success.

South Ayrshire Council opted to revitalise Main Street 
in Newton-on-Ayr to lure business, shoppers and
tourists to this northern district. ‘We wanted to
introduce a vibrant and colourful feel to Main Street to
express energy and renewal,’ says Ian Holland, part of
the council team that developed the paving design.
‘Our vision for this project was to establish a distinct

contrast to the traditional streetscape design which has
been used in the more ‘historic’ high street on the
other side of the river.’

The project involved repaving targeted areas, and
realigning the carriageway to improve safety and
increase parking. The hexagonal paving was laid in
contrasting colours and symmetrical patterns and gives
a vibrant Continental feel to the design.

The drive towards imaginative urban regeneration is
now being recognised with a new award. Judges by a
panel of industry experts, the Interpave/Public Sector &
Local Government awards recognise excellence in local
authorities’ use of precast paving products in public
space. Worcester took the first award, beating a strong
field that also included the revamp of the 140-year-old
promenade at Aberystwyth and the Northern Quays
redevelopment on Ipswich waterfront. These projects
are different but share a common theme – they used
the creative potential of modern precast paving to
transform environments cost-effectively.

VERSATILE PRECAST PAVING CAN MEET ANY STYLE, FROM COBBLED

STREETS TO SMOOTH-PAVED PIAZZAS.
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Chek Lap Blok 
at Hong Kong’s giant international airport

THE AWARD winning Chek Lap
Kok airport is a classic in
ground-breaking design and
engineering. Built on two
reclaimed islands 25km off
land-starved Hong Kong, 
it is among the world’s five
busiest and handled more than
30 million passengers last year.
In terms of cargo throughput,
the new airport has maintained
Hong Kong’s status as 
being the world’s busiest
international cargo airport. 
Now it’s being expanded to an
ultimate capacity of 87 million
passengers, with cargo capacity
being tripled to nine million
tonnes a year. 

A joint venture led by Paul Y ITC won
the £315m airfield works contract in
1995, completing the project in 1998.

Most of the airport platform is built
on reclaimed land, so the team knew
they would have to cater for tough
challenges, such as settlement 
and differential settlement of the 
sub-grade. The ability of concrete
block pavements to tolerate such
settlement made it a vital component
of the airside design.

The design team’s other priorities
were ride quality, fuel resistance,
maintenance and cost. Nearly
500,000m2 of airside concrete block
pavements were built for the aircraft
parking and maintenance areas.
Alongside this, over 100,000m2 of
non-airside concrete block pavements
were constructed.

‘The high standards of technical
excellence carried through from
design to material selection and then
implemented during construction
have resulted in an interlocking

AJAZ SHAFI REPORTS 

FROM HONG KONG  



concrete block pavement that has
performed exceptionally well,’ says
Ajaz Shafi, construction manager for
Paul Y ITC.

The physical properties of the
blocks are ideal for aircraft
pavements: high strength and
durability. The flexible surface layer
of block paving, with its
characteristic interlock, prevents the
blocks from moving in isolation and
spreads the applied loads. 

The surface has a remarkably high
load-bearing capacity – the Hong
Kong airside pavements are
designed to accommodate aircraft
weighing up to 770 tonnes. The
pavers also resist attack from
aviation fuel and hydraulic oils.
Given those sort of attributes, it’s
little wonder that the paving is also
proving such a winner in modern
urban regeneration design. 

The benefits of concrete block
pavements are widely accepted by
airport operators; BAA has used it
at Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted and
Glasgow. NATO also uses the
material. In Hong Kong, however,
there had never been a large use of
heavy-duty concrete block
pavements. For the project team,
that was to provide a special set of
challenges – and opportunities. 

The team adopted and developed
best international standards and
practices to provide a unique
approach to the project. With large-
scale paving still a novelty in Hong
Kong, Paul Y ITC recruited engineers
and supervisors from the UK and
Australia. The team developed
innovative construction methods
and procedures to build the
pavements. 

One challenge was sourcing
materials. Paul Y ITC owned a block
paving plant in mainland China. The
factory underwent a complete

overhaul to ensure its output met
the team’s stringent specification
requirements – demands that
exceeded the then current British
Standard. 

The team adopted innovative,
mechanised construction methods
to maximise installation and meet
the stringent requirements of the
specification.

The combination of mechanised
methods and effective site
procedures and quality control led
to an installation rate of up to
1,500m2 a day. This included laying
a bituminous geotextile layer on
top of the cement stabilised base
course, screeding the laying course,
placing and bedding the blocks,
filling and compacting the joints
with jointing material, joint sealing,
whilst undertaking continuous
quality checks, testing and
recording.

From the experience and expertise
gained in the construction of high
specification block paving, Paul Y-
ITC has since won a string of other
pavement contracts as Hong Kong
International Airport expanded.

Five years after the block paving
was laid, it is still performing and
meeting the design criteria.
Members of the original design and
contracting team met over the
summer of 2003 to assess its
performance. The pavement has
performed exceptionally well, only
requiring nominal maintenance.
Although there is visual evidence of
fuel spillages in the aircraft parking
stands, no adverse effects on the
blocks were observed.

Where alterations have been
needed, they illustrate how much
easier it is to remove and then
reinstate a section of concrete block
pavement, compared with asphalt
or rigid concrete. Also the airport

authority recently lifted 3,000m2 of
the pavement to allow construction
of foundations and services as part
of a terminal extension project. The
same blocks were successfully used
in the reinstatement.

In all, the combination of best
construction practice, an innovative
design team and a contractor
committed to quality and efficiency
produced a pavement that has
served Hong Kong International
Airport very well – and will continue
to do so for years to come.
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“… the benefits of concrete block pavements 
are widely accepted by airport operators”

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS TO 

THE HONG KONG AIRPORT AUTHORITY

TYPICAL CROSS SECTION:
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taking concrete forward
A new organisation, 

The Concrete Centre, 
was launched this

September with the aim
of providing a focal

point for the £5 billion
UK concrete industry. Ian

Cox, Director of The
Concrete Centre explains
why The Centre marks a

new chapter in the
market and product

development of concrete. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: General enquiries tel:
0700 4 822 822 
Helpline tel: 
0700 4 CONCRETE 
(0700 4 2662 7383)

info@concretecentre.com
www.concretecentre.com

ESTABLISHED AS a result of the
‘Concrete Thinking’ initiative, a strategic
review instigated by the major UK
cement and concrete companies to
examine how to serve more effectively
those who design and construct in
concrete, The Concrete Centre aims to
play a pivotal role in bringing the many
sectors of the concrete industry
together. It’s overall objective is quite
simply ‘to take concrete forward’ by
providing an organisation that can
advise clients, designers, engineers,
contractors and building officers on the
activities, products and services of the
whole spectrum of the UK concrete
sector. It does this by acting as both a
reservoir and conduit of concrete
knowledge and expertise.

Strong central focus

The need for such an organisation has
been apparent for several years. Faced
with increased competition from other
structural materials and products, sales
of cement and concrete in the UK have
not been growing as they should over
the last decade. The UK’s usage of
concrete is only 60 per cent of the EU
average and 70 per cent of the US.
Many believe that the reason for the
lower uptake of concrete construction in
the UK is due to that fact that,
compared with other construction
materials, concrete has not had a
strong central focus resulting from a
more unified and well-funded approach.

Funded by 15 major cement and
concrete organisations, The Centre works
alongside the British Cement Association,
the Concrete Society and the ready-
mixed and precast concrete industries
as well as the well-established specific
product associations. The Reinforced
Concrete Council and the Ready-mixed
Concrete Bureau have been integrated
within The Centre.

Partnership and collaboration

The emphasis is on partnership and
collaboration as the way forward to
fully maximise the total marketing and
support services of the concrete
industry. The Concrete Centre seeks to
ensure an integrated approach to the
wide range of technical support,
research, education, training and
information services that is available
from the concrete sector. 

This is not just another trade
association. The Concrete Centre
embraces all the principles set out in

the ‘Rethinking Construction’ and
Accelerating Change’ reports: reduction
of costs, improvement in design and
construction efficiency, assistance with
innovation and integration of the supply
chain. It aims to provide a ‘one-stop-
shop’ for the construction industry that,
in addition to its own levels of concrete
expertise and knowledge is able to
direct enquiries to the right person at
the right time.

Range of services 

The Concrete Centre aims to achieve
this through a number of services. It
has established a national telephone
helpline for concrete – 0700 4
CONCRETE – that provides a rapid
response for all questions relating to
the design, use and performance of
concrete. A network of regional offices
and advisors will be readily available 
to provide expert assistance and advice
on concrete issues and solutions. In
addition to these, The Concrete Centre
provides a full education and training
programme in the context of both 
CPD requirements and the needs of 
the construction industry as a whole.

Research facilitator 

A major role undertaken by The Centre
is research facilitator. It also provides a
mechanism for that research to be
disseminated to the construction industry
so that the benefits of good practice and
performance improvement highlighted 
by research can be realised on site.
Further outputs include the provision of
design guidance on a wide range of
topics including structural design, fire,
sustainability, acoustics, thermal
properties and durability. A programme
of events, lectures and exhibitions will
seek to promote and celebrate the best
of concrete design and construction.

The Concrete Centre fully supports
Interpave and the development of
concrete block paving, flags and kerbs
in the UK.

Finally, if you design and construct
housing, sign up for one of this month’s
free seminars in London or Bristol. The
CPD certified seminars cover modern
methods of housebuilding using
concrete. Topics include permeable
paving for sustainable urban drainage
(Suds), basement design, the growth of
concrete upper floors and modern
masonry construction. To register or
find out more, visit the ‘seminars and
CPDs’ section of our website.

Ian Cox, Director of 
The Concrete Centre

Nigel Griffiths MP, Construction Minister, speaking 
at the recent launch of The Concrete Centre
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paving contractor
a day in the life of a

Terry Pointer is a Director
of Tolly Paving and past
chairman and secretary of
Interlay, the block paving
contractors’ association.
Interlay recently amalga-
mated with Interpave.

ONE OF THE hardest workers in Terry
Pointer’s office never says a word.
Sitting there, quickly delivering
whatever the boss demands – and he’s
a hard taskmaster – the tea machine 
is Pointer’s constant reference in a day
that twists with every phone call.

‘One of the joys in this job is never
doing the same thing two days
running,’ Pointer says. ‘I need a certain
amount of pressure to function.’

On that day his company, Tolly
Paving, had nine men on a Park &
Ride paving project at Martlesham, 
off the A12 just north of Ipswich. 
With 13,000m2 of concrete block
permeable paving going down,
Martlesham is one of the country’s
largest permeable paving scheme.

In good hands

It’s in good hands. Tolly is one of the
country’s top machine-lay paving
contractors. The family-run firm –
Pointer runs it with his son Mark and
wife Julia – has worked on projects
including Stansted and Gatwick, Ford’s
plant at Dagenham, the Dartford
Crossing and Felixstowe and Harwich
Docks. Tolly also installs infrastructure
such as main access roads for housing
and commercial schemes and constructs
driveways for several housebuilders. 

‘We don’t aim to be the cheapest,’
Pointer adds. ‘We aim to be the best.
It seems to work as over 90% of our
business is repeat business.’

Early start

For Pointer, getting it right means
being ahead of the game – and being

up at 5.30am. It’s thirty miles from
his Suffolk home to the office in
Colchester: ‘On the way I tend to be
very focused on planning the day –
gangs start ringing in, maybe there’s a
traffic hold-up, or the groundworks on
a new site are incomplete. I then start
to re-programme. In our way of life
we need to constantly re-programme.’

Into the office at 6.15am, Pointer is on
to his second cup of tea as he checks
the e-mails and phone messages. 
‘The nature of our business is to start
early in order to get a decent day’s
production behind us.’ A driver/ fitter
will be in by 7.30am, his job checked
and any changes made, and office
manager Sara is there by 8.00am. 
‘I spend time on correspondence and
quotations. The target is to get as
much done as possible before 9.00am.’

Because after that, the phones never
stop ringing, and Pointer starts
calling, ‘to ensure sites are running
smoothly, materials are delivered on
schedule, plant is in the right place’.

Tolly usually has 8-10 sites on the go.
For machine-laying it covers the whole
of the country; for hand-laying, East
Anglia, East London and Kent. 

Flexibility 

One of the factors behind Tolly’s
success is flexibility. Labour can be
adjusted to meet the main contractor’s
building programme. The number varies
from 20 in winter to three times that
number at the height of the summer
period. The team all work to the same
standard, providing uniformity.

Of course, to keep the operation
running smoothly, you need superb
management from the top. Pointer
tries to get together with son Mark –
who runs the sites – twice a day for
work programmes and sequencing.
There’s rarely time for lunch. ‘If there’s
a problem on site and Mark can’t go,
I’ll just leave the office and sort it out.
Everything is deadline-based. Because
we’re a finishing trade everything is
compressed. But with machine-lay, it’s

easier to mobilise and complete the
job quickly, often with the speed and
efficiency of asphalting.’

While Pointer seeks to get away 
by 5.00pm he takes quotes and
enquiries home with him. His son,
meanwhile, is organising the gangs
ready for the next day. Pointer had
taken up Tai-Chi to relax. There’s 
little time now he’s renovating two
cottages. He gets to walk the dog. 

He’s also involved in charity work,
raising money to provide clean water,
solar power and school supplies to a
village school in Uganda. His daughter
Louise took a year out to teach there.

It’s all a long way from the life Pointer
had once embarked on. Born and
brought up on a farm in Essex, Pointer
worked as a farm manager when a bad
back put him out of action. He took up
a job with Marley in concrete block
paving in the early 1980s. His brief was
to develop mechanised block-laying. 

Onto a winner

Pointer must have known he was onto
a winner and stresses the flexibility of
machine laying when working to a
tight schedule. He formed Tolly in
1987, building it over the years into a
major contractor with a string of high-
profile clients to its credit. On site, its
teams are self-sufficient units and the
company owns its plant. At
Martlesham, for example, it has three
articulated loaders, each with its own
mechanical screeder, two large
vibrating plate compactors attached to
skid steer loaders and two mechanical
sweepers for the efficient application
of jointing material.

He’d like to see more mechanised
laying and more training of block
layers, welcoming moves by Interpave
to support this. The best thing,
however, is getting the job done well
– ‘the satisfaction of walking away
and saying my company did that’.
And a tea-machine that never lets 
you down.
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‘ ’ marking
The recent publication of BS EN
1338:2003 ‘CONCRETE PAVING
BLOCKS – REQUIREMENTS AND
TEST METHODS’ means that we
are rapidly approaching the time
when there will be one standard
for paving blocks across Europe.
Time is always allowed for
countries to make the changeover
from national to European
standards and in the case of 
BS EN 1338 the British Standard it
will replace BS 6717:2001 will not
be withdrawn until February 2005.

ONE OF THE PRIMARY reasons for
preparing European Standards has
been to allow goods to be traded
freely within the EU without the
restriction of the technical barriers to
trade, which existed previously. One
of the mechanisms by which it can be
demonstrated that a product can be
placed on the market throughout the
EU is the CE mark.

Manufacturers producing products to
BS EN 1338 will be able to CE mark
their products from the start of the
coexistence or implementation period,

OVER 6000 VISITORS A MONTH ARE NOW REGULARLY VISITING INTERPAVE’S NEW WEBSITE FOR 
THE LATEST INFORMATION, DESIGN TIPS AND DOWNLOADS ON ALL THINGS PAVING. THE WHOLE SITE 
HAS BEEN COMPLETELY REVISED INTO A CLEAN, MINIMALIST DESIGN FRAMEWORK, AND FOR A SITE SO
CONTENT RICH, USES A VERY SIMPLE NAVIGATIONAL STRUCTURE AS ITS BASE.

BECAUSE THE NEEDS of the
construction industry and the
homeowner are two very different
things ,www.paving.org.uk offers two
distinct areas accordingly, and it is
the main “Construction Professionals”
area where the majority of investment
and change has taken place.

Three distinct areas have been

created ; under the Designers section
you will find details on technical
specifications and applications, design
tips and costings, as well as a host of
information on concrete block paving,
kerbs and channels. Construction
Practice is an area for contractors and
Local Authorities that includes the
design and detail, installation and
maintenance of precast concrete

pavements. The depth of information
presented means that you can drill
down into very specific areas such 
as traffic calming or sub-grades, 
view completed projects or study
technical diagrams.

The real jewel in the crown however
is the Information and Downloads
section. Here you can find latest
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USEFUL CONTACTS : ODPM FOR FREE DOCUMENT 
“CE MARKING UNDER THE
CONSTRUCTION PRODUCTS DIRECTIVE”

TEL: 0870 1226 236  
FAX: 0870 1226 237

DID YOU KNOW?



research findings, awards schemes
plus details of and links through to
manufacturers and other Interpave
member companies and that’s just 
for starters.

Carefully researched and published
industry documents are exclusively
available to download in practical,
PDF file formats. These vary from the

recently printed Permeable Pavements
Manual to an Installation Guide and
Design Handbook. Also available 
on-line are archive copies of Pave-It
Magazine plus a useful downloadable
specification clause file. With
appropriate links to these downloads
punctuating the whole site, you are
able to reference the most up to date
industry information at the touch of a

button. And with forthcoming updates
to include a Health & Safety Guide
and Whole Life Costings reports, ask
yourself whether you can’t not afford
to add it to your favourites folder.

www.paving.org.uk, the most useful
site you will visit all day.

which starts when the hEN reference
has been published in the EU Official
Journal (‘OJEC’) which should be in
February 2004.

The way CE marking for paving blocks
should be carried out is explained 
in BS EN 1338:2003. The mark will
list all the so-called ‘harmonised
requirements’ from the standard.
These are all the properties covered
by regulatory requirements in at least
one EU member state. The mark will
include technical information on the
product in the form of declared values

relevant to the regulatory requirements
in the intended country of use. A
manufacturer is not required to give
values of properties for which there are
no regulations in the country of use.
In such circumstances it is possible to
state ‘no performance determined’ or
‘NPD’ for these properties.

The CE mark is not a quality mark – 
it simply is a passport to allow the
free trade of products across borders.
At the moment several national
governments including that of the UK
do not require that products are CE

marked, as the European legislation
does not make it mandatory. In the
meantime the UK government in the
form of the Office of the Deputy Prime
Minister (ODPM) are encouraging
producers to CE mark their products.

As can be gathered, the CE mark will
contain several items of information
and consequently for concrete paving
blocks, when a CE mark is given, it will
be in the accompanying documentation
rather than on every block.
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PERMEABLE PAVING IN PRACTICE

SU
D
S

Permeable paving 

SUDS COVERS various techniques –
such as swales, filter strips, basins and
ponds – and Concrete Block Permeable
Pavements (CBPP). The Scottish
Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA)
and Environment Agency (EA) covering
England and Wales, both encourage 
and promote the SUDS concept.

Concrete Block Permeable Pavements
are based on technology developed 
in Germany some 20 years ago, where
over 20 million m2 of CBPP is

currently constructed per annum. 
This represents approximately 10% 
of the total block paving sales in
Germany per annum. In Germany, a
strong political ‘green agenda,’ has
driven the use of CBPP and national
design/construction standards have
been in place for some time.

CBPP was introduced into the UK nearly
a decade ago. Applications generally 
are small to medium, from domestic
driveways and other areas associated

Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) is a design
philosophy for surface water management at or near source 
by attenuation and/or infiltration. SUDS was driven forward 
in Scotland first but is now recognised throughout the UK.

PERMEABLE PAVING PROVIDED THE PERFECT

SOLUTION AT A WESTBURY HOMES DEVELOPMENT

IN STAFFORDSHIRE WHERE A TREE PRESERVATION

ORDER HAD RULED OUT IMPERVIOUS PAVING. 

MORE THAN 3,000m2 OF PERMEABLE PAVING

HAVE BEEN USED TO SURFACE CAR PARKING

AREAS AT WEST LOTHIAN COLLEGE, MEETING

THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE SCOTTISH

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (SEPA)

TO EASE THE BURDEN ON STORM DRAINS

AND RIVERS.

PERSIMMON HOMES’ OCEAN FIELD

DEVELOPMENT IN CLYDE BANK, GLASGOW, USES

PERMEABLE PAVING TO DRAIN SURFACE WATER

FROM THE SITE IN A SUSTAINABLE MANNER IN-

LINE WITH SEPA GUIDELINES.

USEFUL CONTACTS : CIRIA – CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY
RESEARCH AND INFORMATION
ASSOCIATION 
WWW.CIRIA.ORG.UK

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY
WWW.ENVIRONMENT-AGENCY.GOV.UK
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in practice

with new housing to commercial car
parks and roads of nearly 20,000m2.

Despite the enthusiasm of
government agencies and the
presence of legislation and guidance,
CBPP in the UK has to date largely
been limited to private, un-adopted
and small-scale areas. However,
statutory authority ownership and
maintenance issues are under review
and it is hoped that the adoption of
SUDS drainage techniques generally,

including CBPP, should be resolved in
the Code of Good Practice that is
currently under development by the
National SUDS Working Group.

CIRIA, with the help of Interpave and
other organisations are the driving force
in the development of an independent
guide to the design, construction and
maintenance of SUDS schemes.

In June this year Interpave released 
a ‘Guide to the Design, Construction

and maintenance of Concrete Block
Permeable Pavements’ to assist
designer and project owners. 

This 24-page guide is available 
in the download section at
www.paving.org.uk or as a hard 
copy by post by e-mailing
info@paving.org.uk.

THE INTERPAVE PERMEABLE BLOCK PAVEMENT GUIDE 
IS AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD AT WWW.PAVING.ORG.UK

PERMEABLE PAVING HAS

BEEN EXTENSIVELY

USED FOR CUSTOMER

PARKING AT THIS RETAIL

PARK IN CHICHESTER.

PERMEABLE PAVING FORMS

ALL THE ESTATE ROADS ON

THIS KARON CONSTRUCTION

SITE IN WOKING, SURREY

TOWN CENTRE 

CAR PARKING 

THE SCOTTISH ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION AGENCY (SEPA)
WWW.SEPA.ORG.UK 



60 Charles Street
Leicester LE1 1FB
United Kingdom

e: info@paving.org.uk
t: 0116 253 6161
f: 0116 251 4568

www.paving.org.uk

t: 01634 222188
f: 01634 222001
e: landscapinginfo@brett.co.uk
www.brett.co.uk/landscaping

t: 01335 372222
f: 01335 372029
e: charcon.sales@aggregate.com
www.charcon.com

t: 01509 882121
f: 01509 880799
e: paving@lafarge.com
www.lafarge-aggregates.co.uk

t: 01422 306000
f: 01422 330185
www.marshalls.co.uk

t: 01555 770555
f: 01555 772868
e: bernard@paverltd.co.uk
www.paverltd.com

t: 01788 542111
f: 01788 540166
www.rmc.co.uk

t: 01623 513355
f: 01623 440267
e: sales@townscape-products.co.uk
www.townscape24.com

t: 08702 413450
f: 08702 413574
e: enquiries@toppave.co.uk
www.toppave.com

t: 0116 253 6161
f: 0116 251 4568
e: info@britishprecast.org
www.britishprecast.org

t: 0116 222 9840
f: 0116 251 4568
e: info@interlay.org.uk
www.interlay.org.uk

t: 0700 4 822 822 
e: info@concretecentre.com
www.concretecentre.com
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